The question of whether the luminosity-specific nova rate (LSNR) varies across differing Hubble-type galaxies is poorly understood. A particularly important study of novae in M87 was undertaken recently by Shara et al. (2016) , who searched for novae in a series of HST images originally acquired in HST program #10543 (PI: Baltz). Based on their discovery of 32 nova candidates Shara et al. (2016) estimated that the nova rate in M87 is 363 +33 −45 yr −1 , which is more than double the rates found in previous ground-based studies (e.g., Curtin et al. 2015; Shafter et al. 2000) . In an attempt to reconcile the difference between Shara et al.'s result and previous nova rate estimates, we have undertaken an independent analysis of the HST data.
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−14 yr −1 in the 202 × 202 surveyed region of M87 when all 33 nova candidates are included. If we restrict the sample to only Groups A and B (transients thought to be very likely novae based on their light curve behavior), the rate drops to 88 +14 −11 yr −1 . When only the strongest nova candidates are included, the nova rate in the surveyed region decreases to 68 +10 −9 yr −1 . The corresponding LSNRs (K 2M ASS = 5.97 in the surveyed region) are 6.4±1.5, 4.1±1.0, and 3.2±0.8, novae per year per 10 10 L K, , respectively. Estimating the total nova rate in M87 rests on an uncertain extrapolation from the surveyed region to the entire galaxy. Extragalactic nova studies usually trace the stellar mass via the infrared K-band light, which is easier to measure. However, M87 is surrounded by intracluster stars and gas, which makes it extremely difficult to accurately measure M87's surface brightness in the outskirts of the galaxy.
To explore the effect on the global nova rate, we have tested two different extrapolations: one based on the photometry of Kormendy et al. (2009) used by Shara et al. (2016) , and another based on the photometry of Cohen (1986) used in the ground-based studies of Shafter et al. (2000) and Curtin et al. (2015) . We find significantly higher nova rates for the Kormendy et al. (2009) Another source of uncertainty is whether the LSNR varies with galactocentric radius, which remains unaddressed. In M87, it is possible that the LSNR might be enhanced in the inner regions of the galaxy as a result of past merger events or globular cluster disruptions that have increased the number of nova progenitor binaries there. In fact, an earlier HST/STIS study by Madrid et al. (2007) found 11 out of 13 ultraviolet transients within just 9 of the nucleus. An extrapolation to the entire galaxy would suggest a M87 nova rate of ∼1000 yr −1 . Such a high rate is clearly ruled out by wide-field ground-based observations (Curtin et al. 2015) , providing evidence that the nova rate is enhanced near the galaxy center.
In conclusion, our results are in general agreement with those of Shara et al. (2016) , although we argue that their rate of 363 yr −1 is likely an upper limit, and that the global nova rate in M87 remains uncertain, both due to the difficulty in identifying bona fide novae from incomplete lightcurves, and to extrapolating observations near the center of M87 to the entire galaxy.
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